
January	14,	2021	
	
To:	Pennsylvania	Environmental	Quality	Board	
	
Re:	Comments	on	draft	CO2 Budget Trading Program	
	
The five organizations and 44 Pennsylvania residents (listed below) are in support of the 
Pennsylvania Environmental Quality Board’s (EQB) proposal for Pennsylvania to take part in the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) to reduce climate change pollution from electric 
power plants. Pennsylvania’s power sector, currently the fifth dirtiest in the nation, could achieve 
significant emission reductions through RGGI while creating value in myriad ways by driving 
investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and climate change mitigation and carbon 
capture activities on the ground. 
 
These organizations and residents support the three offset categories listed in the draft CO2 
Budget Trading Program Chapter 145 preliminary regulations – landfill methane reduction; tree 
planting, forest management and avoided forest conversion; and agricultural methane reduction. 
We also believe the agricultural offsets should be expanded to include additional cost-effective 
agricultural practices that reduce CO2 emissions and sequester carbon. 
  
Nationwide, agricultural production is responsible for almost 10% of total U.S. emissions (U.S. 
EPA. “Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks.” 2017). The recent surge in 
activity across states to promote and fund soil health practices is a response to soil loss and soil 
productivity loss, farm foreclosures, water quality and air quality impairment, climate change, 
and increased frequency and damage from flooding and drought, driven by climate change. 
  
Seven states have adopted healthy soils bills, and Pennsylvania partners are developing a 
program as well. Many of the practices recognized as improving soil health also reduce carbon 
emissions and, in some cases, sequester atmospheric carbon in soil. These practices include 
no-till or reduced tillage; cover crops and diversified crop rotations; rotational grazing; reduced 
pesticide and fertilizer use; agroforestry practices such as silvopasture, windbreaks, hedgerows 
and riparian forest buffers; and soil amendments like manure, compost and biochar. 
  
Healthy soils improve water quality by keeping more sediment and nutrients from washing into 
streams and improve air quality by keeping soil from blowing away into the air. Healthy soils 
require fewer fertilizers, pesticides, and fungicides, which in turn lower costs of inputs that help 
farmers economically. 
  
Many states are passing soil health legislation to incentivize farmers to adopt practices more 
quickly to address climate change. Pennsylvania partners, including Pasa, are working on a soil 
health roadmap to outline the best way to fund and promote healthy soil practices in PA. A CO2 
Budget Trading Program under the auspices of the RGGI would be an ideal and logical place to 
incorporate and help fund these practices. 
  
Agriculture is uniquely positioned to utilize funds from RGGI to increase carbon capture, 
increase renewable energy, and increase efficiency. Agriculture provides a diverse menu of 
options for investment like biodigesters, renewable energy deployment, soil carbon storage, 
plant carbon storage (trees, hemp, etc..), fleet/equipment electrification, and building energy 
efficiency. 
 



The very same practices that can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve water quality 
also provide benefits such as farm resilience in the face of extreme weather and overall 
increases in farm profitability. Farms can be a larger part of the greenhouse gas solution, if 
given more incentives, technical support and funding. We urge that the agricultural offsets in the 
CO2 Budget Trading Program be expanded to include additional cost-effective agricultural 
practices that reduce CO2 emissions and sequester carbon. 
 
  
Morgan	Johnson	
Staff	Attorney	
Waterkeepers	Chesapeake	
morgan@waterkeeperschesapeake.org 
 
Hannah		Smith-Brubaker	
Pasa	Sustainable	Farming	
hannah@pasafarming.org	
1007	N	Front	St,	Suite	3S	
Harrisburg,	Pennsylvania	17102	
	
Karlin		Lamberto	
Pittsburgh	Food	Policy	Council.		
karlin@pittsburghfoodpolicy.org	
5341	Kincaid	Street	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15224	
	
Ted	Evgeniadis	
Lower	Susquehanna	Riverkeeper	
lowsusriver@hotmail.com	
5050	N	Sherman	Street	
Mount	Wolf,	Pennsylvania	17347	
	
John	Zaktansky	
Middle	Susquehanna	Riverkeeper	
midsusriver@gmail.com	
Sunbury,	Pennsylvania	17801	
 
Jonathan	Burgess	
burgejk@gmail.com	
136	Whipple	St.	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15218	
 
Nathan	Holmes	
nathan@threeriversgrown.com	
216	Robinson	Church	Rd	
Bulger,	Pennsylvania	15019	
	
 



Kelly	O’Neill	
kellymoneill@yahoo.com	
3117	Susquehanna	Street	
Harrisburg,	Pennsylvania	17110	
 
Abigail	Gildea	
gildea.abigail@gmail.com	
317	S	Evaline	Street	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15224	
 
Erica	Peiffer	
ericapeiffer@gmail.com	
2400	Buchanan	St.	
Natrona	Heights,	Pennsylvania	15065	
 
Laura	DeFrank	
laura.defrank@gmail.com	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15217	
 
Ruth	Tonachel	
tonachel@epix.net	
1184	Liberty	Corners	Rd	
Towanda,	Pennsylvania	18848	
 
Tom		Lisak	
ladybugtom@gmail.com	
2975	rte	410	
Punxsutawney	,	Pennsylvania	15767	
Additional	Comments:	
Being	a	farmer	I	have	seen	the	benefit	of	no	till	and	methods	that	keep	more	carbon	in	the	
ground,	including	using	charcoal	or	biochar	that	can	sequester	carbon	for	thousands	of	
years.	
 
Allison		Weinkranz		
allisonweinkranz@gmail.com	
600	Righters	Mill	Road	
Penn		alley,	Pennsylvania	19072	
 
Deborah	Lonsdorf	
sky@holljes.com	
128	Chestnut	Avenue	
Narberth,	Pennsylvania	19072	
 
 
 
 
 



Richard	Metz	
thembones2@hotmail.com	
910	Bent	Lane	
Erdenheim,	Pennsylvania	19038	
Additional	Comments:	
Agriculture	can	destroy	the	atmosphere	and	soil	or	benefit	it	
 
Andrew	Rosen	
asrosen5@gmail.com	
221	Harvard	Avenue		
Swarthmore,	Pennsylvania	19081	
 
Wandy	Principe-Bush	
cabush9999@gmail.com	
660	Delaware	Ave	Unit	155	
Hellertown,	Pennsylvania	18055	
 
Jason	Curtis	
jasonacurtis@gmail.com	
2717	Poplar	St.	
Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania	19130	
 
Abel	Olivo	
abel@defensoresdelacuenca.org	
Chambersburg,	Pennsylvania	17201	
 
Jane	Bollinger	
janebollinger05@verizon.net	
P.O.	Box	122	
Prompton,	Pennsylvania	18456	
Additional	Comments:	
The	RGGI	is	a	vitally	important	step	to	reducing	CO2	and	mitigating	climate	change.	Our	
Pennsylvania	elected	officials	should	support	it	for	many	reasons,	not	only	environmental.	
It	will	help	to	transition	and	grow	our	economy	and	provide	jobs.	Sincerely,	Jane	Bollinger	
(Wayne	County	PA	resident)	
 
Olga	Trushina	
oyahuasca@gmail.com	
216	Glenburn	Rd	
	Clarks	Green,	Pennsylvania	18411	
 
Bonnie	Stoeckl	
bikerbon46@yahoo.com	
18	Trolley	Rd	
Peques,	Pennsylvania	17565	
 



Shirley	and	Rick	Stark	
driggsayla@verizon.net	
503	Warren	St	
Lemoyne,	Pennsylvania	17043	
 
Suzanne	Shaffer	
suzyshaffer3711@live.com	
2024	Yingling	Dr	
Spring	Grove,	Pennsylvania	17362	
 
Gilda	Johnson	
gaj000@earthlink.net	
2103	Parkwyn	Rd	
Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania	19131	
 
Lisa	Blazure	
lisablazure@gmail.com	
168	Sulphur	Run	Road	
Jersey	Shore,	Pennsylvania	17740	
Additional	Comments:	
Agriculture	has	a	huge	potential	to	sequester	atmospheric	carbon.	It	is	important	that	these	
soil	health	practices	are	part	of	the	conversation	and	that	farmers	are	compensated	for	
their	efforts.	
 
Donna	Logan	
dsuperpta@yahoo.com	
2726	Carter	Ave	
Erie,	Pennsylvania	16506	
 
Josh	Buckley	
joshbuckley38@gmail.com	
1710	Candle	Lane	
York,	Pennsylvania	17404	
 
Karen	Stark	
Karcryo@me.com	
889	WESTOVER	RD	
Newtown	Square,	Pennsylvania	19073	
 
Richard	McNutt	
tidewatersgp@gmail.com	
5556	Stump	Rd	
Pipersville,	Pennsylvania	18947	
 
 
 
 



Branden	Diehl	
diehl@earthwc.com	
1001	Lower	Main	St	
Saxton,	Pennsylvania	16678	
 
Betsy	Delisle	
betsydelisle2015@gmail.com	
2970	Hearthside	Lane	
Lancaster	,	Pennsylvania	17601	
 
Donald	Mutchler	
mikemutch@msn.com	
256	Walnut	Hill	Road	
Millersville,	Pennsylvania	17551	
 
Daniel	Little	
daniel.little88@gmail.com	
4541	Carroll	St	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15224	
 
Daniela	Bloch	
daniela.n.bloch@gmail.com	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15217	
 
Hana	Uman	
hanarose.uman@gmail.com	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15224	
 
Jenny	Lisak	
ladybugfarm@gmail.com	
2975	rt	410	
Punxsutawney,	Pennsylvania	15767	
 
Melanie	Frank	
melanie.s.frank@gmail.com	
2415	Marbury	Rd	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15221	
 
Rachel	Herman	
raxhelherman@gmail.com	
49	1/2	S	4th	Street	
Lewisburg,	Pennsylvania	17837	
 
Haley	Stanko	
haleystanko@gmail.com	
49	1/2	S	4th	St	
Lewisburg	,	Pennsylvania	17837	



 
Kelsey	McNaul	
knmcnaul@gmail.com	
2135	Wightman	St,	Apt	7	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania	15217-2026	
 
William	Anderson	
robins45@gmail.com	
203	Forrest	Ave	
Narberth,	Pennsylvania	19072	
	
Darryl	Albright	
dla361@comcast.net	
5085	N	Sherman	Street	Ext	
MOUNT	WOLF,	Pennsylvania	17347	
 
Diane	Oleson	
diane.oleson@gmail.com	
2716	Sparrow	Dr	
York,	Pennsylvania	17408	
Additional	Comments:	
As	part	of	our	Watershed	Implementation	Plan	for	York	County,	we	are	promoting	all	these	
practices	for	nutrient	removal	and	stormwater	management.	These	are	also	carbon	
sequestration	practices.	It	is	a	win-win-win.	Please	include	these	in	the	RGGI.				
 
Lauren	Harbom		
lauren_home55@hotmail.com	
850	Coachway		
Annapolis	,	Maryland	21401	
Additional	Comments:	
Please	include	additional	cost-effective	agricultural	practices	that	reduce	CO2	emissions	
and	sequester	carbon	in	the	CO2	Budget	Trading	Program.	Thanks.	
 
Lavinia	Reid	
lavcbts@icloud.com	
371	E.	Queen	St.	
Chambersburg,	Pennsylvania	17201	
Additional	Comments:	
I	support	with	strongly	enforced	laws	the	agricultural	practices	that	protect	our	water,	
support	healthy	soils,	and	fight	climate	change.	Pennsylvania	must,	however	include	
additional	cost-effective	practices	that	sequester	carbon	and	reduce	CO2	emissions	in	the	
CO2	Budget	Trading	Program.	Please	enable	farms	to	be	able	to	take	a	larger	role	in	
combatting	climate	change	by	giving	them	the	incentives,	the	technical	support	and	the	
funding	they	need	to	fully	adopt	climate-friendly	agricultural	practices.	Thank	You.	
 
 



Deborah	Harrison	
hihoawayigo@gmail.com	
1005A	Priority	Rd	
York,	Pennsylvania	17404	
 
Barbara	Rooney	
roddonia@comcast.net	
127	S	Strathcona	Dr	
York,	Pennsylvania	17403-3832	
 
	


